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C O M M U N I T Y  A C T I O N  PA R T N E R S H I P  O F  M I D - N E B R A S K A  

Community Action Partnership of Mid-Nebraska (Mid) s  a private, non-profit organization serving 27 counties 

in south central Nebraska and two counties in Kansas..  Mid works to alleviate poverty conditions and improve 

and strengthen local resources.  Our mission is to provide essential programs that help individuals, families, 

and communities reach their fullest potential through advocacy and partnerships. Our dedicated staff pro-

vides access to opportunities in education, health, housing, nutrition, and transportation. These services em-

power people to make a positive difference in their lives and communities. 

There are nine separate Community Action Agencies (CAA’s) in Nebraska and over 1,000 nationwide.. 

CAA’s are locally operated and collaborate with various community partners mobilizing resources and creating 

innovative programs which improves lives and build stronger communities throughout Nebraska and across 

the nation. 

.  

In 2018, Mid served 15,487 individuals with services in education, health, housing, nutrition, and transportation. 

Mid is governed by a tripartite 15 member Board of Directors comprised of 1/3 Consumer Members, 1/3 Public Members, 

and 1/3 Private Members.  Mid Program Services include:  Community Services/Case Management, Community Health 

Works, Financial Literacy Training, Health Services, Head Start/Early Head Start, Housing Program, Nutrition Program, Public 

Transportation, Senior Centers, and Volunteer Services. 

 

Community Action Brand Promise 

 Community Action changes people’s lives, embodies the spirit of hope, improves communities, and makes 

 America a better place to live. We care about the entire community, and we are dedicated to helping people 

 help themselves and each other. 
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E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y  

Community Action Partnership of Mid-Nebraska (Mid) is a non-profit agency that serves low-income individu-

als, families, and communities throughout the south central region of Nebraska. 

 

Founded in 1965, Community Action Partnership was created as part of Lyndon B. Johnson’s ‘War on Poverty’ initiative, 

which sought to develop positive solutions to poverty. By alleviating poverty conditions and enhancing the economic, educa-

tional, health, housing, nutrition, and transportation circumstances of those we serve, Community Action Partnership of Mid-

Nebraska continues to uphold its vision of helping people, changing lives, and making communities a better place to live. 

Mid conducts a Regional Community Needs Assessment on a three year basis, with census updates added to the assessment 

annually. On January 31, 2019, 1,000 Community Needs Assessment surveys were sent by postal mail to 1,000 randomly 

sampled recipients.  InfoUSA  was the company used that helped identify and determine statistically valid sample sizes for 

each county we serve.  Along with the survey was a cover letter explaining the intent of the survey as well as a return enve-

lope for clients to send completed survey back in. In an effort to increase our return rate, Mid also sent out reminder post-

cards to survey recipients on February 27, 2019 asking clients to complete and return their survey if they had not done so 

already. 

In addition to sending surveys to our clients, we also asked community partners and stakeholders to complete a Community 

Needs Assessment survey as well. After roughly a month and a half of survey distribution, the survey period ended on March 

18, 2019, yielding a 21% response rate. 

This survey identified the most pressing challenges in our service area.  Mid will utilize this data  to improve or add program 

services to address those challenges and barriers. 

For further information about Community Action Partnership of Mid-Nebraska or the following report, please use the follow-

ing contact information or visit us at www.communityactionmidne.com. 

 
Meredith Collins, CEO   Kristin Remm, Planning Director 

308-865-1354 ext. 110   308-865-1354 ext. 108 
mcollins@mnca.net   kremm@mnca.net 

Stakeholder Participants Survey Participants 

 

191 individuals participated  

 in the 2019 survey, a 21% 
 response rate. 

 

30 stakeholders participated  

 in the 2019 survey.  
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D E M O G R A P H I C  B R E A K D O W N  

As a part of the Community Needs Assessment, Mid asked clients to fill out a brief, but optional demographic 

section, including information regarding gender, ethnicity, age, race, and highest educational attainment. 

Please note that the following demographics are an analysis of client responses only.  

 55% female participants 

 41% male participants 

 4% unanswered   

Gender 

 1% Hispanic/Latino 

 86% not Hispanic/Latino 

 13% unanswered 
  

Ethnicity 

 1% 15-24 years old 

 25% 25-44 years old 

 30% 45-64 years old 

 23% 65-74 years old 

 11% 75-84 years old 

 5% 85 years or older 

 5% unanswered   

Age 

 1% 8th grade or less 

 2% 9th, 10th, or 11th grade 

 25% High school diploma or GED 

 20% Some college but no degree 

 16% Technical/vocational school 

 23% Bachelor’s degree 

 9% Master’s degree 

 1% Doctorate or professional degree (Doctor, lawyer, etc.)

 3% unanswered  

Education 

 94% Caucasian/White 

 0.5% Asian 

 0.5% Native American/ Alaska Native 

 1% African American/Black  

 4% unanswered  

Race 
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H O U S E H O L D  D E M O G R A P H I C S   

 42% of survey respondents live in a 2-person household. 

 28% of survey respondents live alone. 

 The remaining 27% of respondents live in a household of 3 or more people. 

 3% of respondents neglected to answer this question. 

How many people live in your household? 

Single adult, no children      24% 

Single parent (over 18)      5% 

2+ adults, 1+ child(ren)      23% 

2+ adults, no children      40% 

Teen parent (under 18)      1% 

Single grandparent w/ grandchild(ren)    3% 

Unanswered        4% 

How would you best describe your household? 

 61% of respondents have no children living in their household. 

 11% of respondents have child(ren) aged 0-5 years living in their household. 
 11 of the 19 respondents who have child(ren) aged 0-5 years also have child(ren) aged 6-11 years. 

 8% of respondents have child(ren) aged 6-11 years living in their household. 
 11 of the 16 respondents who have child(ren) aged 6-11 years also have child(ren) aged 12-18 years. 

 8% of respondents have child(ren) aged 12-18 years living in their household. 
 2 of the 16 respondents who have child(ren) aged 12-18 years also have child(ren) aged 0-5 and 6-11 years. 

 12% of respondents neglected to answer this question. 

Age groups of child(ren) living in household. 

In addition to the gender, ethnicity, age, race, and educational level demographics, survey recipients were 

also asked three questions regarding their household demographic. These questions inquired about the num-

ber of individuals living in one household, how the recipient would best describe their household, and the 

different age groups residing in their household. All three of these questions were multiple choice and the 

average responses are provided below. 
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H E A LT H  C A R E  

According to the United State Census Bureau’s 2016 County Business Patterns1 report, Mid’s 27 county service 

area has a total of 747 health care and social assistance establishments. Nearly 30% of those establishments are 

located in Buffalo County while another 19% are located in Lincoln County. There are four counties within our 

service area that do not have any health care establishments, including Arthur, Grant, McPherson, and Thomas 

county. Despite these statistics, when asked where they go when in need of routine health care, majority (85%) 

of survey respondents marked that they go to a regular family doctor when in need of health care services. 

United States Census2 data also shows that in 2016, nearly 60% of Mid’s 27 county service area has a rate of persons 65 

years or younger without health insurance, higher than Nebraska’s state average of 9.6%. 

Delay of Medical Care due to Cost 

Delay of Dental Care due to Cost 

13% delayed 
health care due 

to cost. 

20% delayed 
dental care due 

to cost. 

When you need routine health care, where do you generally go? 
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H E A LT H  C A R E  
C u s t o m e r  S u c c e s s  S t o r y  

Jane, a local WIC mom and her exclusively breastfeeding baby were in for services one after-

noon in March. Jane was excited about her newborn baby and the ability she had to be the 

one to feed her child. She felt good about caring for her baby in addition to returning to 

nursing school. Later that day, Jane called the WIC office just before closing time in a panic. 

She was in tears as her breast pump had broken just before she was planning on being away 

from her baby the very next morning for the first time. The staff at WIC encouraged her and 

told her that they were there to help, asking if she could come back to the clinic that day to 

be issued a new breast feeding pump. Jane came right over and the staff walked her through 

the steps and instructions of the pump, answering all of her questions along the way. Jane 

was so relieved and very thankful for WIC’s help 
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T R A N S P O R TAT I O N  

According to the Nebraska Department of Motor Vehicles3, in 2016, 79% of Mid’s 27 county population were 

classified as licensed drivers.  As of 2015 though, 9% of Nebraska households were considered to be without 

access to a vehicle, according to the National Equity Atlas4. Survey recipients were asked to mark whether 

they had access to a reliable source of transportation or not, to which 95% of respondents marked ‘yes’. Only 

4% of Mid’s survey respondents indicated that they did not have access to a vehicle. 

Do you have access to reliable transportation? 

Mid’s RYDE Transit program recorded a total of 120,207 boardings 

from July 2017 to June 2018, traveling roughly 456,542 miles in 

that time. RYDE Transit operates buses in Buffalo, Adams, Dawson, 

Franklin, Hamilton, Kearney, and Gosper County as well as in the 

City of Ravenna and has recently added a twice-a-month service 

from Lexington, NE to North Platte, NE, making stops in Cozad, 

Gothenburg, Brady, and Maxwell along the way. With curb-to-curb 

assistance and a variety of routes and locations, RYDE is able to 

provide transportation to and from medical appointments, shop-

ping centers, congregate dinners, and social activities at a reasona-

ble cost for those without reliable transportation of their own or 

who are unable to drive themselves. 
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T R A N S P O R TAT I O N  
C u s t o m e r  S u c c e s s  S t o r y  

Jan, an elderly woman living alone, began using RYDE Transit for transportation to her 

chemotherapy treatments following a lumpectomy. Jan could not drive herself to or 

from treatments due to the effects of her medication. She said that without the services 

provided by RYDE, she would have had to move from her home to live with relatives in 

Omaha. She also was very complimentary of RYDE’s drivers, saying that they were com-

passionate and caring and that even one day after a very bad bout of nausea, the driver 

sat beside her in the van and held her while she cried. 
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C H I L D  C A R E  

The U.S. Census Bureau5 indicated in 2017 that on average, 5.8% of Mid’s 27 county service population is 0-5 

years of age and 22.8% is 0-18 years of age. Though nearly a quarter of Mid’s target population is presumed 

to have children residing in their household 18 years or younger, majority of survey respondents indicated 

that they do not have children living in the home, as shown on the chart below. 

Are you raising children in your household? 

On average, 58.4% of Mid’s service area female population is considered employed, according to the U.S. Census Bureau 

2017 American Community Survey6. Because over half of the female population residing in Mid’s 27 county service area is 

considered employed, it is important to consider the issues that may arise regarding child care and child educational services. 

When asked to select from a list of multiple choice options what main issues households face with children in the home,  the 

top three issues identified after that include 1) the cost of child care, 2) a lack of child care openings, and 3) a lack of infant 

care. 

With children in the household, what are the main issues that you face? 

Note: 20% of respondents marked that they have no need for childcare and 70% of respondents neglected to answer this question. 
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C H I L D  C A R E  

To supplement this information, survey respondents were also asked to identify the type(s) of educational ser-

vices for their children (0-5 years) that they would like to see within their communities. While majority of re-

spondents to this question marked that they have no children aged 0-5 years old, those who do have young 

children indicated that preschool (3-5) educational services were needed along with early childhood care (0-3). 

Missing Data totaled 70% for this question while 19% of survey respondents marked that they had no need for educational 

services for children ages 0-5. However, there was a small percentage of survey respondents who marked ‘Other’ when 

asked what main issues they face with having children in the household. Of those that selected ‘Other’, 50% made note that 

they run their own daycare service and therefore do not have any need for child care services. The other 50% marked that 

improved bus services to transport children to and from their daycare or childhood education facility was their primary need 

with children in the household. 

Mid’s Head Start/Early Head Start program delivers high quality services designed to foster healthy development in low-

income children specifically. Head Start grantee and delegate agencies provide a range of individualized services in the areas 

of education and early childhood development; medical, dental, and mental health; along with nutrition and family engage-

ment services. Head Start services are responsive to the needs of its clients and target population and seeks to offer appro-

priate services to each child’s and family’s development, ethnic, cultural, and linguistic heritage and experience. 

Head Start/Early Head Start offers both Home Based and Center Based services. Head 

Start Center Based is an early care and education program that is delivered in a class-

room setting, serving infants, 6 weeks to 18 months; toddlers, 18 months to 3 years; 

and Pre-School, 3 years to 5 years, with curriculum augmented by the Child Observa-

tion Record (COR). 

Head Start’s Home Based program supports parents in educating and nurturing their 

children in a home environment. Home Based services provide parents/guardians 

with opportunities to move toward self-sufficiency while using their home as the pri-

mary learning environment. Head Start Home Based parents get a better understand-

ing of their child’s stages of development with individualized visits to their home uti-

lizing the Hawaii Early Learning Profile (HELP) curriculum.  

Top needs for Educational Services for children ages 0-5 
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C H I L D  C A R E  
C u s t o m e r  S u c c e s s  S t o r y  

Abby, a little girl from Holdrege Head Start had never been to the dentist. Holdrege Head Start staff 

referred Abby and her family to a dentist, and when she was seen, the dentist informed the family that 

Abby had three teeth that needed treatment. A follow-up appointment was made and Abby’s teeth 

were fixed the following week. Around the same time, Abby also went in for a vision exam. It was de-

termined that she needed glasses. Two weeks later, Abby came to school with her new glasses. Com-

ing from a Spanish-speaking family, Abby has been trying to learn English through the Head Start pro-

gram, as well as the speech and language enrichment group through Head Start’s partnership with Ha-

bility Solution Services, which comes to the Head Start program regularly to help children like Abby 

learn more language skills in a small group setting. It is designed to help children who have lower 

speech and language scores, but who do not qualify for other services. With this partnership and many 

other partnerships like it throughout the region, Head Start has been very successful in meeting the 

diverse needs of its children and families. 
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H O U S I N G  

Based on data gathered from the United States Census Bureau7 in 2017, on average 71% of Mid’s housing 

units are owner occupied with a median value of $101,107. Annual housing costs for residents in Mid’s 27 

county service area exceed $1,000 with a mortgage, or are roughly $430 without a mortgage, with a median 

gross rent cost of approximately $600 per month. 

Survey respondents were asked five questions regarding their housing situations and residence, including their needs for re-

pairs to their residence, their ownership status, reasons for not owning their own home, monthly rent or mortgage payments, 

and monthly utility costs. Overall, nearly 80% of survey respondents own their own home. About a quarter of survey respond-

ents have a monthly rent or mortgage payment of $400-$800, while nearly 17% of respondents’ payments exceed $1,000. 

Do you own your own home? What is your monthly rent or mortgage payment? 
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H O U S I N G  

With home ownership comes specific repair and financial needs. Survey respondents were asked to select 

from a list of multiple choice questions what repair needs they had as well as the financial barriers that they 

have faced when considering the purchase of their own home. 

Repair Needs 

Majority of responses (38%) indicated that homeowners 

were not in need of any home repairs. However, for 

those who did mark a need, majority were for structural 

repairs such as their roof, walls, and foundation. 

Next to that, 21% of respondents indicated a need for 

repairs to their plumbing and/or electrical systems while 

another 20% need repairs to their heating and/or cool-

ing system. A total of 13 respondents marked ‘Other’ 

when asked what needs they had for repair services, 

including... 

‘Other’ Repair Needs 

 Outside trim 

 Driveway repair 

 Rent assistance 

 Ceiling repairs 

 Cosmetics 

 Insulation 

 Sidewalk/Porch repairs 

 Garbage disposal repairs 

 Siding 

 Home updates 

 Drain stopper installation
  

Mid’s Weatherization Assistance Pro-

gram (WAP) is dedicated to reducing 

the energy costs for low-income fami-

lies, particularly the elderly, people 

with disabilities, and children, while 

safeguarding their health and safety. 

In doing so, WAP makes it possible for 

low-income families to permanently  

reduce their energy bills. Contractors or crews install energy efficiency measures in homes occupied by qualifying low-

income families free of charge. These are not expensive upgrades, averaging a total cost of $7,105 per home, but serve to 

reduce the energy bills of low-income families, thus reducing their dependency on public assistance and freeing up funds 

for spending on more pressing family issues such as medical bills, groceries, and other needs. 

Weatherization services include furnace and water heater inspection, which if 

found unsafe can be repaired or replaced; adding insulation in attics and walls, 

attic ventilation, insulating crawl spaces, installing water heater jackets, insu-

lating water heater pipes, weather-stripping and caulking around doors, win-

dows, and general heat waste areas, and repairing broken windows and doors 

or possibly replacing them, if determined to be cost effective by the National 

Energy Audit. 
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H O U S I N G  

When asked what the main reasons are for why they don’t own their own home, the majority of survey re-

spondents  did not answer the question. Those that responded indicated the top three barriers for homeown-

ership in our service area include 1) the inability to make a down payment, 2) the lack of available housing, 

and 3) a poor credit rating. 

For low-income residents in particular, the monthly costs associated with owning or renting a home can be a major barrier in 

homeownership. To understand these barriers further, Mid included two questions concerning the monthly costs survey re-

spondents face, including monthly rent or mortgage payments as well as monthly utility bills. Overall, for those who have a 

monthly rent or mortgage payment (59%), nearly half (26%) are paying anywhere from $400 to $800 per month. 

In addition to monthly rent and/or mortgage payments, 91% of survey respondents also have monthly utility payments. Ma-

jority of those who have utility payments (63%) pay between $200 and $400 per month. 

Monthly mortgage and/or rent payment Monthly utilities payment 

Reasons for not owning your own home 
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H O U S I N G  
C u s t o m e r  S u c c e s s  S t o r y  

Carol is a 54 year old widow with Multiple Sclerosis who applied for assistance with her housing through a Com-

munity Development Block Program (CDBG) project that Community Action Partnership of Mid-Nebraska admin-

istered. At the time of her original application, Carol was working 35 hours per week at the local grocery store. 

Due to a setback with her MS, she was unable to continue in her employment. The loss of her job forced Carol 

to rely solely on her Social Security Disability benefits, leaving her no extra money for necessary home repairs. 

Mid was able to blend funds from CDBG, the Weatherization Assistance Program, and the Assistive Technology 

Partnership (ATP) to make the repairs Carol needed to make her home safe, accessible, and affordable. CDBG 

funds replaced 10 drafty window and the basement stairs which were unsafe due to water and termite damage. 

The landing area and a new handrail were installed through the CDBG project as well. The Weatherization Pro-

gram provided an attic, sidewall and crawl space insulation, and a new safe, along with efficient furnace and 

central air conditioning installments. Compact fluorescent light bulbs were also installed to further reduce Car-

ol’s utility bill. In addition, a referral was made to and approved by ATP for a handicapped accessible bathroom. 

All of these improvements will allow Carol to remain in her home. 

At this time, Carol is working with the local Vocational Rehabilitation Services office to learn new marketable job 

skills which will allow her to obtain employment in a new area.  
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U N E M P LOY M E N T  A N D  F I N A N C I A L  S TAT U S  

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics8, Nebraska’s unemployment rate as of February 2019 is 2.8%, 

which is exceeded or met by 44% of Mid’s service area counties. 

Household Unemployment 

Survey respondents were asked if any adult living in their house-

hold was unemployed, to which 29% of respondents marked 

‘yes’. Respondents were then asked what barriers were pre-

venting him/her from finding employment. Nearly a third of re-

spondents (30%) marked that they were not currently looking for 

employment. For those who are looking for employment, the 

top barriers that they are facing include 1) health prob-

lems or disability, 2) lack of childcare, and/or 3) lack of 

specific job skills. A large portion (41%) of respondents 

marked ‘other’ when asked about employment barriers, 

which included the following barriers: retired (92.6%), 

old age (3.7%), and no recent work history (3.7%). 

‘Other’ Barriers to Finding Employment 
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U N E M P LOY M E N T  A N D  F I N A N C I A L  S TAT U S  

 35% Employment 

 24% Social Security 

 16%  Retirement 

 14% Self-Employed 

 3% marked ‘Other’, including Investments, the Railroad, Rent, Trust Fund, and VA. 

 The remaining 8% including TANF/Public Assistance, SSI (Supplemental Security Income),  

        Unemployment, and Child support. 
 

    

Sources of Income 

In order to get a complete picture of the financial status of those we serve, Mid asked several questions con-

cerning the financial situations of our survey recipients, which included information regarding source of in-

come, financial status, money handling habits, and credit card debt. 

Financial Status 

Approximately 50%  of survey respond-

ents do not have credit card debt. 

For those who do have credit card debt, 

majority have $4,000 or debt or less with 

only 4% of respondents having $20,000 

or more in debt. 

In the last 12 months, which of the following have you done? 

 Put money into savings      21% 

 Followed a budget       18% 

 Invested or put money into retirement    19% 

 Made only the minimum payments on credit cards  8% 

 Withdrew from savings      14% 

 Used payday loan services      0% 

 Paid utility bill(s) late      4% 

 Paid mortgage or rent late      2% 

 Depended more on credit cards due to lack of cash flow 4% 

 Withdrew from retirement fund early    3% 

 Been threatened with repossession of car, loss of credit 2% 

 cards, or with legal action 

*5% of respondents either neglected 

to answer the question or marked that 

they had done none of these within 

the last 12 months. 
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F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S  
C u s t o m e r  S u c c e s s  S t o r y  

One of Community Action Partnership of Mid-Nebraska’s Community Service Coordinators recently submitted 

this success story: “I began working with a gentleman who had lost his job and was turned down for services at 

the other agencies he had visited because he was a ‘single, able-bodied male.’ He was an educated man suffer-

ing from depression. After working with this gentleman and connecting him to many community services and 

assistance, he was able to find employment producing for the local public access television channel. He reached 

out to our agency recently to thank us for our assistance. He enthusiastically offered up any television time to 

spotlight our agency and the work we do as a thank you for helping him when no one else would. He stated that 

he would never forget what Mid had done for him and wanted to return the kindness in any way that he could. 

Funny how things have a way of coming full circle, isn’t it? In our work, we always have to wonder if we are 

making any difference in what we do. It is really nice when it is confirmed that we have.” 
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I N C O M E  A N D  P O V E R T Y  

Over half of the households in Mid’s service area (55%) have two people that contribute to that household’s 

annual income. Roughly 40% of households have only one person who contributes to the household’s yearly 

income while 1% of survey respondents have three individuals that contribute to their household’s yearly in-

come. Approximately 5% of survey respondents neglected to answer this question. 

Along with asking our clients how many individuals living in their household contribute to their annual income, 

we also asked clients how much they made last year prior to tax reductions. 

In order to get an accurate understanding of the financial status of our target population, data regarding household size was 

correlated  with the income data shown above. The results show that out of the 191 respondents to Mid’s 2019 Regional 

Community Needs Assessment, 12% fall below the 2019 Federal Poverty Level9 for their household category, as indicated by 

the red-filled cells in the chart below. 

Annual household income correlated with household size 
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I N C O M E  A N D  P O V E R T Y  

When asked to identify from a list of multiple choice questions what they believed were the top three causes 

of poverty, survey respondents marked that the lack of training and/or education was their perceived top 

cause of poverty, followed by drug abuse/addiction and a lack of motivation. When asked the same question,  

Lack of Training  
and/or Education 

Drug abuse and  
Addiction 

Lack of Motivation 

community stakeholders responded similarly, saying that they 

perceived the number one cause of poverty to be drug abuse and  

addiction, followed by the lack of affordable and/or quality housing, with the 

third reason for poverty being the lack of training and or education. 

In comparison to the results of CAN’s State and Regional Community Assessment 

Report in 2016, majority of responses were very similar as 54% of respondents 

marked lack of training and/or education as a top cause of poverty and 46% of 

respondents marked drug abuse or addiction. The only variance in responses 

from CAN’s 2016 report and Mid’s 2019 Regional Report is that 68% of respond-

ents to CAN’s survey marked low motivation as a top cause of poverty while only 

5% of stakeholders and 17% of community members marked low motivation as a 

top cause of poverty in Mid’s survey. 

Perceived Causes of Poverty 

Mid’s Community Service Coordinators 

and Support Services serve as the ‘link’ 

between Mid and it’s surrounding com-

munities. By taking applications for 

many of our programs, Mid’s Communi-

ty Service Coordinators offer supportive  

services to qualifying individuals, families, and communities, including Homeless 

Prevention and Emergency Assistance, in which income qualified individuals/

families can obtain emergency food, clothing, shelter, and/or transportation. 

Other services may include permanent housing and referrals to other agencies 

for identified needs; Case Management, Financial Literacy/Budgeting Assistance, 

and additional information or referrals as needed. In order to meet the vast 

needs throughout our service area, Mid has eight strategically located Commu-

nity Service Offices located in Franklin, Adams, Buffalo, Dawson, Red Willow, 

Kearney, Lincoln,  and Nuckolls County. 
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TO P  N E E D S  I D E N T I F I E D  

The final portion of Mid’s 2019 Regional Community Needs Assessment asked clients to indicate how serious 

of a problem certain needs, services, and resources are for their household. Clients were asked to rate the 

severity of their needs on a scale from Very Serious to Not a Problem. Overall, the top three needs identified 

by survey respondents for Mid’s 27 county service area are affordable dental care, eye care, and medical care 

for the whole family. 

Affordable  
dental care for 
the whole 
family 

Affordable 
eye care for the  
whole family 

Affordable  
medical care for 
the whole  
family 

In addition to asking survey recipients to rate the severity of their needs, we also asked clients to provide qualitative data on 

what needs they feel are not being met within their communities and what additional services they would like to see be 

made in their community. After collating all of the responses to these two questions, it was determined that the top six 

needs based on qualitative survey responses are 1) Affordable Housing, 2) Public Transportation, 3) Employment Options, 4) 

Childcare, 5) Restaurant Options, and 6) Youth Activities. 

Approximately 65% of survey respondents offered their 

input regarding community needs and services. Nearly 

a third of those who filled in the qualitative section of 

the survey were from Buffalo County while about 14% 

were from Lincoln. Just about 100% of stakeholders 

and community partners who responded to the Com-

munity Needs Assessment survey offered their opinion 

on the subject of community needs as well. Over a 

quarter of stakeholder respondents mentioned Afford-

able Housing as a top need while roughly 40% wrote 

down Public Transportation as a major need. 

45% of comments regarding Affordable Housing came from respondents residing in Buffalo County. Over half of the qualita-

tive data concerning Public Transportation came from Buffalo County residents as well, which is indicated in the chart below. 
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D E M O G R A P H I C  B R E A K D O W N  -  C O M M U N I T Y  PA R T N E R S  

 87% female participants 

 7% male participants 

 6% unanswered   

Gender 

 7% Hispanic/Latino 

 87% not Hispanic/Latino 

 6% unanswered   

Ethnicity 

 17% 15-24 years old 

 50% 25-44 years old 

 23% 45-64 years old 

 3% 65-74 years old 

 0% 75-84 years old 

 0% 85 years or older 

 7% unanswered   

Age 

 0% 8th grade or less 

 0% 9th, 10th, or 11th grade 

 0% High school diploma or GED 

 10% Some college but no degree 

 7% Technical/vocational school 

 50% Bachelor’s degree 

 23% Master’s degree 

 3% Doctorate or professional degree (Doctor, lawyer, etc.)

 7% unanswered  

Education 

 90% Caucasian/White 

 0% Asian 

 0% Native American/Alaska Native 

 0% African American/Black  

 10% unanswered  

Race 

In addition to distributing surveys to residents living in our 27 county service area, Mid also wanted to get the 

insight of the stakeholders and partners throughout the region as well. In order to get this information, Plan-

ning Director, Kristin Remm attended two community partner meetings; one in Buffalo County and the other 

in Adams County, where she distributed the same survey and explained the intent of the Needs Assessment. 

As mentioned in the Executive Summary of this report, 30 stakeholder responses were received by the end of 

the survey period.  



 

25 
Community Action Partnership of Mid-Nebraska 
Regional Community Needs Assessment Report 

 

H O U S E H O L D  D E M O G R A P H I C S  -  C O M M U N I T Y  PA R T N E R S  

 30% of survey respondents live in a 4-person household. 

 23% of survey respondents live in a 2-person household. 

 17% of respondents live in a household of 5 people while 13% live in a household of 3 people. 

 7% of stakeholder respondents live alone while 3% live in a household with 7+ people. 

 7% of respondents neglected to answer this question. 

How many people live in your household? 

Single adult, no children      10% 

Single parent (over 18)      7% 

2+ adults, 1+ child(ren)      43% 

2+ adults, no children      33% 

Teen parent (under 18)      0% 

Single grandparent w/ grandchild(ren)    0% 

Unanswered        7% 

How would you best describe your household? 

 43% of respondents have no children living in their household. 

 37% of respondents have child(ren) aged 0-5 years living in their household. 

 3% of respondents have child(ren) aged 6-11 years living in their household. 

 10% of respondents have child(ren) aged 12-18 years living in their household. 

 7% of respondents neglected to answer this question. 

Age groups of child(ren) living in household. 
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